Care and Handling Quiz

Floral Design

___1. Death


A. Senescence

___2. Biocide


B. The initial treatment of fresh flowers at each level

___3.Air Embolism

C. Caused by debris, air, healing from cut, microorganisms

___4. Cytokins

D. Small bubbles of air are drawn into the stem when cut.

___5. Abscission

E. A white, milky sap

___6. Plugging

F. A pH higher than 7


___7. Botrytis


G. A pH lower than 7

___8. Pulsing 


H. Kills living organisms

___9. Latex


 I. Growth regulators

___10. Alkaline

 J. Shattering

___11. Acid


K. A plant pathogen

___12. Cultivar

L. Taxonomic group between family and species

___13. Genera


M. Loads flowers with sugar and other chemicals 

___14. Species

N. Designated by binomial Latin names

___15. Processing

O. Variety of plant only grown by humans

16. The ____________ ____________ ____________ is a posthavest care program under 

      the direction of the Society of American Florists. 

17. The steps of distribution include the grower, ____________, wholesaler, retailer, and 

      final consumer.

18-20. What are three areas to focus on when attempting to strengthen this pattern of 

distribution?

21. What is the main reason that cut flowers wilt and die prematurely?

22. The initial stem cuttings by the wholesaler, retailer, or final consumer should be done ____________  ____________  to prevent air from entering the xylem.

23. How often should you recut flower stems to open the water conducting vessels?


a. Every day


b. Every week


c. Never recut the stems


d. Every 2-3 days

24. True/False

You should mash, shred, or split stems to insure water absorption.

25-27. What are 3 results of not removing the excess foliage that will be below the water 

level?

28. Why is it important to remove the thorns of roses when processing?

29-30. What are two ways to process flowers with latex stems so that they will absorb 

water?

31. Which of the following is not prone to wilting and drying?


a. Tulips


b. Ranunculus


c. Freesia


d. Gerbera


e. Carnation

32. How can you revive flowers that are stressed and wilted because of water stress?

33. True/False

Warm water contains less air than cold water.

34. True/False

Warm water flows more easily into flower stems.

35. True/False

Sodium is toxic to carnations and roses.

36. True/False

Fluoride is toxic to gerberas, gladiolus, freesia, and roses.

37. True/False

The ideal pH solution for flowers is 3.0-4.5.

38. True/False

You can improve water quality with a floral preservative.

39. True/False

Floral preservatives improve the smell of vase water.

40. True/False

Floral preservatives extend vase life, increase flower size, and 

maintain the color of petals and leaves.

41. True/False

Use floral preservatives in bud vases, floral foam, and flower 

tubes.

42. True/False

It is best to mix the floral preservative and water in metal 

containers.

43-52. Name the five important ingredients in a floral preservative and the purpose of 

each.

53-54. What two products can you use at home to increase the vase life of flowers if you 

do not have a floral preservative?

55-56. What are two “home remedies” that will not increase the vase life of flowers?

57. What is the name of the hormone that causes premature ripening of flowers?

58. Which flower releases a sappy secretion that can be harmful to other flowers during 

      conditioning, especially tulips?

59. What is the main ingredient in pulsing solutions?

60-62. What are the three main reasons to store flowers in refrigerated conditions?

63. True/False

The ideal temperature for most cut flowers is 32-36 degrees.

64. What will a flower look like that has been too cold/frozen?

65. True/False

Recommended humidity for the cooler is 80%.

66. What will happen if the humidity in a cooler is too high?

67. True/False

Lighting is essential for flowers in the cooler.

68-70. What are three symptoms of ethylene on flowers?

71. True/False

The affects of ethylene cannot be reversed.

72-74. What are three ways to reduce the amount of ethylene in a cooler?

75. When should you harvest garden flowers?

76-80. What are four steps that you can take to make an arrangement last longer after you 

have taken it home?

81-85. Now that you have more knowledge on care and handling of flowers, list five 

           ways that we could improve these practices in the Floral Design class.

Bonus (2): What two flowers were listed as especially prone to bent neck?

