Medieval Romance




Name ______________________________
Literature Textbook, Pg. 1060


Period ________
1. Definition of romance-

2. Romances first appeared in Old French literature of the _______ century and 

quickly spread throughout _______________. 

3. The best-known English romances concern the legendary ______________  

_______________ and his Knights of the _______________  _______________. 

4. Romance literature expresses the ideals of _______________, an elaborate code of honor. 

5. Complete the chart below:

	Conventions of Medieval Romance
	Description

	
	A knight of superhuman strength, intelligence, and virtue who follows the code of chivalry

	
	A journey motivated by love, religious faith, or a desire for adventure; requires a knight to overcome many obstacles.

	
	Imaginary kingdoms with great castles, enchanted lakes, and forests populated with giants and monsters

	
	Sorcerers and magic spells, giants and dragons, mysterious evil forces, and foreknowledge of future events

	
	Others are often unaware of a character’s true identity; truth is usually revealed in the climax of the story

	
	Not tightly structured; characters simply go from one adventure to the next


6. Central Belief 

Chivalry required that a knight 

· Swear allegiance to his ______________

· Fight to uphold _______________

· Seek to redress all _______________

· Honor truth by word and _______________

· Be _______________ to one lady

· Act with _______________, _______________, and _______________

Pg. 1061

7. Reread Gawain’s speech in the boxed text. In what ways does he show the traits of a romance hero?

8. What elements of the supernatural are evident in this tale? Cite specific details to support your answer. 

9. If he does not meet the Green Knight next New Year’s Day, how will Gawain violate the code of chivalry?

Pg. 1063

10. The code of chivalry required that knights act with bravery and courtesy. How are these qualities reflected in Arthur’s and Pellinore’s behavior and actions? Support your answer with specific details. 

11. What common characteristic of medieval romance is revealed in the boxed lines?

12. How does the supernatural play a role in the story? Is it a force for good or evil?

13. Which knight—Pellinore or Arthur— displays more qualities of a romance hero? Cite details from the excerpt to support your opinion. 

14. Read Pg. 1110
I did it. _____(initials)
15. Read Pg. 1111 (Text Analysis); List the elements of medieval romance in the space below. 

