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Lord of the Flies Study Guide

Chapter 8 
1. Why does Ralph believe they are beaten?
2. Jack suggests that Ralph should no longer be chief. What does Jack do when the others don’t respond to this suggestion?

3. As Ralph considers the need to reassign firekeepers, what does he realize?

4. What does Jack do with the sow’s head? Why?

5. What does the Lord of the Flies tell Simon he should do?

6. Why does Ralph take his group to the platform? What problem is Ralph having at this meeting?

7. What does the Lord of the Flies say that Simon has known all along?

8. What does Simon realize is happening to him?

9. What does the Lord of the Flies “tell” Simon they are going to do on the island? What will happen if Simon tries to interfere?

10. What is the cause of the conflict between Piggy and Jack that we have seen throughout the novel? 

11. Why is it significant that Piggy helps to gather firewood for the first time after Jack has broken from the group? Why does Piggy feel liberated?

12. Even though Jack enumerates Ralph’s faults, note of the boys is willing to oust Ralph as chief. Why?

13. What is your reaction to Simon’s encounters with the Lord of the Flies? Do you think he is hallucinating because of the heat?

14. Do you think the Lord of the Flies’ assessment of the other boys’ feelings about Simon is accurate? Is there any evidence to support this? 

15. Is the Lord of the Flies’ warning that the others will “do” Simon if he tries to interfere is realistic? Why?

