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Lord of the Flies Study Guide

Chapter 12
1. What realization does Ralph come to about the savages and Jack? Why?
2. Describe the scene in which Ralph comes upon the pig’s skull on the stake. Explain what he does, and why.

3. What is Ralph dreading the most?

4. What does Ralph see when he staggers to his feet on the beach?

5. What explanation does the officer give for his arrival on the island?

6. Who responds to the officer’s question about who is the boss?

7. What does the little boy with the remains of a black cap on his red hair and broken pair of spectacles at his waist do?

8. When Ralph finally begins to sob uncontrollably, what is he weeping for?

9. Do you blame Sam and Eric for not helping Ralph, or do you understand why they felt they couldn’t? Explain.

10. Why do you think Golding describes the savages as “little boys on the beach” and Jack in particular as a “little boy”? What point do you think he is trying to convey to the reader with this shift in wording?

11. What parallel is there between what has been happening in the adult world (Piggy’s comment about the atom bomb being dropped, the dead parachutist, the arrival of the naval cruiser) and what has occurred on the island? Explain. 

