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Mrs. Fletcher

1. Use your textbook to fill in the following answers. Don’t just insert answers; read! You will be tested on this information. (5 points)
Textbook Pg. R107:

Hero- A hero is a main character or _______________ in a story. In older literary works, heroes tend to be better than _______________ humans. They are typically courageous, strong, _______________ and intelligent. They are protectors of society who hold back the forces of _______________ and fight to make the world a better place. 


The term _______________ hero, first used by the Greek philosopher Aristotle, refers to a central_______________ in a drama who is _______________ or _______________. According to Aristotle, a tragic hero possesses a  _______________, or tragic flaw, that brings about or contributes to his or her downfall. This flaw may be poor_______________, pride, weakness, or an excess of an admirable quality. The tragic hero, noted Aristotle, recognizes his or her own flaw and its _______________, but only after it is too late to change the course of events. Brutus is often considered the tragic hero of Julius Caesar. 


The term  _______________ hero refers to a hero who represents the values of his or her culture. King Arthur, for example, represents the physical courage, moral _______________, and loyalty that were valued in Anglo-Saxon society. Antigone can also be considered a cultural hero because her sense of _______________ to family and the gods, as well as her courage, reflects the _______________ of ancient Greece.

Textbook Pg. R105:


Epic Hero- An epic hero is a larger-than-life figure who _______________ the ideals of a nation or race. Epic heroes take part in _______________ adventures to accomplish great deeds. Many undertake long, _______________ journeys and display great courage and  _______________ strength.





(Turn over)

2. Search the internet for a story or article about a real person whom you would consider to be a hero. This person could be a politician, an athlete, a person who performs a dangerous job (military, firefighter, law enforcement officer, etc…), or a regular person who has shown heroic characteristics. Print the article, read it, and highlight or underline important information as you read. (10 points)
3. Timed Writing- Write (in your own handwriting) at least one full page of binder paper in reaction to what you have read. This is not a summary of the article, but your reaction to it. (10 points)

Some ideas:

What do you think of this article?

Do you consider this person to be a hero? 

How does his/her character match the definition of a hero? 
How do his/her actions match the definition of a hero? 

Is he/she a tragic, cultural, or epic hero? Explain. 

Do you admire this person? Why? 

Turn in on Monday:

This sheet

The highlighted article

Your one page of writing

