Name ____________________________
Expository Essay Outline 
Teacher’s Name ___________________

Class Name _______________________

Date _____________________

Title _____________________________________________

Paragraph 1 (Introduction)

Hook

General and attention-getting first sentence(s): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bridge to Thesis

Connect your hook to your thesis with a few more thoughts/sentences. 
______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement

This is the most specific statement that you have to make in this paragraph. A thesis statement is one sentence that tells what the whole essay will be about. This is what you plan to prove through your commentary and analysis.  

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph 2 (Body Paragraph)

Topic Sentence 
Write a complex (as opposed to simplistic) sentence that encompasses what you will discuss in this paragraph. This is the first reason you have for your point of view. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary (optional here) 
Write a sentence or two, if necessary, to lead up to your first piece of evidence.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail/Evidence #1
Provide a description of one specific scene or lines directly quoted from your source. Choose evidence that backs up the statement that you are trying to prove in this essay.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Analysis 
*Write three to five sentences in this section.

Begin this section with one of the following statements:

This quote is important, because…

This fact illustrates…
This quote proves…

This scene/line makes the reader realize…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Transition

Lead up to second concrete detail
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail/Evidence #2
Provide a description of one specific scene or lines directly quoted from your source. Choose evidence that backs up the statement that you are trying to prove in this essay.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Commentary/Analysis 

*Write three to five sentences in this section.

Begin this section with one of the following statements:

This quote is important, because…

This fact illustrates…

This quote proves…

This scene/line makes the reader realize…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition
Wrap up this paragraph or transition to next paragraph: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3 (Body Paragraph)

Topic Sentence 
Write a complex (as opposed to simplistic) sentence that encompasses what you will discuss in this paragraph. This is the first reason you have for your point of view. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary (optional here) 

Write a sentence or two, if necessary, to lead up to your first piece of evidence.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail/Evidence #1
Provide a description of one specific scene or lines directly quoted from your source. Choose evidence that backs up the statement that you are trying to prove in this essay.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary/Analysis 

*Write three to five sentences in this section.

Begin this section with one of the following statements:

This quote is important, because…

This fact illustrates…

This quote proves…

This scene/line makes the reader realize…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition

Lead up to second concrete detail

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail/Evidence #2
Provide a description of one specific scene or lines directly quoted from your source. Choose evidence that backs up the statement that you are trying to prove in this essay.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Commentary/Analysis 

*Write three to five sentences in this section.

Begin this section with one of the following statements:

This quote is important, because…

This fact illustrates…

This quote proves…

This scene/line makes the reader realize…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition
Wrap up this paragraph or transition to next paragraph: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 4 (Body Paragraph)

Topic Sentence 
Write a complex (as opposed to simplistic) sentence that encompasses what you will discuss in this paragraph. This is the first reason you have for your point of view. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary (optional here) 

Write a sentence or two, if necessary, to lead up to your first piece of evidence.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail/Evidence #1
Provide a description of one specific scene or lines directly quoted from your source. Choose evidence that backs up the statement that you are trying to prove in this essay.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commentary/Analysis 

*Write three to five sentences in this section.

Begin this section with one of the following statements:

This quote is important, because…

This fact illustrates…

This quote proves…

This scene/line makes the reader realize…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition

Lead up to second concrete detail

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail/Evidence #2
Provide a description of one specific scene or lines directly quoted from your source. Choose evidence that backs up the statement that you are trying to prove in this essay.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Commentary/Analysis 

*Write three to five sentences in this section.

Begin this section with one of the following statements:

This quote is important, because…

This fact illustrates…

This quote proves…

This scene/line makes the reader realize…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transition
Wrap up this paragraph or transition to next paragraph: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 5 (Conclusion)

Re-state Thesis

Remind the reader of your point that you have proven in the essay. Rewrite your thesis statement a little differently than you did in the beginning.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection
What are the final thoughts that you want to emphasize in this essay? What insights do you have to share? Are there important points that you would like to reiterate to the reader? Do you want to link what you have written to everyday life in some way? Are there implications to everyday life that relate to what you have written here?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Powerful, memorable last sentence __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

